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Happy New Year!  

For many of us, 2008 wasnôt exactly 

our favorite year.  But now itôs time to look 

ahead and set positive goals . . . like 

traveling more!  And paying less for it.  

 

4ÈÅ ȰThrifty Traveling ȱ 0ÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÙ 

Welcome to a whole new world of travel  . . . with a different point of 

view!  Itôs not as much a question of the size of your travel budget but rather 

what kind of travel experience you are looking for.   

Even if you are accustomed to strictly First Class, 5-Star travel, if you are 

open to a different type of adventure, try a trip based on the Traveling Free 

approach.  For the first time in your life, you will truly get to know the 

country, or state, or province you are visiting. 

Stretching your dollar doesnôt have to mean limitation.  In fact, it can 

mean expansion of your knowledge and awareness of your own country and 

of the world.  You will meet more ñlocals,ò learn their customs and outlook 

on life; see things the average tourist never gets to see; try the genuine food of 

that area rather than what most tourists eat; and make new friends. 

Even if you are on a tight budget right now, donôt feel deprived.  What an 

opportunity to learn and grow!  What an opportunity for adventure! 
 
 

To Save Money in Orlando: Get a 

FREE Magicard 

The Orlando Magicard is a free gift which can 

save you hundreds of dollars on accommodations, attractions, golf, dining, 

transportation, sports and recreation, and shopping in the Orlando area.   

You can read about it, download it, and print it out at . . . .   

http://www.orlandoinfo.com/magicard/index.cfm. 

Or call the Orlando/Orange County Convention & Visitors Bureau to 

have them mail you a free card:  1-407-363-5872 or 1-800-972-3304. 

 
 

One Way to Get a Cheaper Hotel Rate  

Do NOT book your hotel room through the hotel chainôs toll-free reservation number or strictly depend upon their 

website.  Thereôs no opportunity to negotiate a better rate or learn about a better room that just became available.  

Call the property directly.  There is usually at least one hotel promotion going on at all times.  ASK!  They wonôt 

volunteer the information. 

 

  

In This Issue . . . 
 

Disney World Discounts, p. 2 

Transportation Savvy, p. 2 

Free Yacht Trips, p. 2 

Travelers Exit Directory, p. 3 

Terrorist Advisories, p. 3 

See Mona Lisa for Free, p. 3 

Solo Travel Tip, p. 3 

Bargaining 101: Lesson 1, p. 4 

Save 80% on Cruises, p. 4 

Internatôl Money Hints, p. 4 

Live Rent-Free Abroad, p. 5 

Travel-Size Items, p. 5 

50-Plus Expeditions, p. 6 

Wine-Travel Cruises, p. 6 

Unbelievably Good Deals if 

Youôre Over 50 book, p. 6 

What Is a ñZEDò?, p. 6 

Ultimate Travel Bargain, p. 7 

Contiki Gift Registry, p. 7 

Car Rental Suggestion, p. 7 

CityPass, p. 8 

Global Volunteers, p. 8 

Art of Solo Dining, p. 8 

How to Avoid Hotel 

Cancellation Fees, p. 9 

Chateau Camping, p. 9 

 

. . . . And Much MORE!!!  

http://www.orlandoinfo.com/magicard/index.cfm
http://www.orlandoinfo.com/magicard/download.cfm


2 

 

 
ThriftyTraveling.com Newsletter  (January/February 2009) 

ThriftyTraveling.com; PO Box 1249; Port Richey, FL 34673; U.S.A.  •  http://thriftytraveling.com 
Phone:  1-800-532-5731  •  Mary VanMeer, Editor and Publisher  •  E-mail:  mary@thriftytraveling.com 

 

 

Disney World Discounts  

While the Magicard will save you lots of 

money during your stay in the Orlando area, it wonôt 

help you save money at Disney World.  For great 

special offers go to their website located at:  

http://disneyworld.disney.go.com/special-offers/ 
Or call them directly and ask what special 

offers are available right now. 
V Guest Information:  1-407-939-6244 

V Vacation Package Booking:  1-407-939-7675 

V Resort Room-Only Bookings: 1-407-939-1289 

V Dining Reservations:  1-407-939-3463 
 

 

Discount Cards for Students, Youths 
25 and Under, and Teacher s! 

The International Student Identity Card 

(ISIC) is for full-time students who are at least 12 

years of age.  The International Youth Travel 

Card is available to those 25 years old or younger.  

And the International Teacher ID Card  (ITIC) is 

the only internationally-recognized form of proof of 

your status as a full-time teacher. 

These I.D. cards will get you discounts on 

airfare, accommodations, entertainment, dining, 

shopping, attractions, and more, both here and 

abroad.  STA Travel offers discount travel I.D. cards 

for only $22.   

They also have a highly-discounted program 

that provides you with either an International 

Phonecard or an International Cell Phone at a dis-

count, so you can keep in touch with whomever is 

worrying about you at home!  
V http://www.statravel.com/cps/rde/xchg/us_div

ision_web_live/hs.xsl/discountcards.htm 

V Call Ƅ 1-800-781-4040. 
 

 

Transportation Savvy 

Travel like a local. Take the bus, train, or 

trolley. A Metrocard will save you money in New 

York subways; MARTA is a good bet from the 

airport in Atlanta; buy a CTA pass in Chicago for 

the elevated trains; and head for L.A.ôs clean, 

efficient Metro Red Line to get from downtown L.A. 

to Hollywoodôs Walk of Fame. 

Free Yacht Trips  

Here is a FREE 

way to search for 

sunken treasure; go 

on a week-long fish-

ing expedition; travel 

around the Caribbean 

or to South America 

or Europe. 

Have you ever wanted to sail the seven seas on 

a sloop, a schooner, or a yacht, but don't know "fore" 

from "aft"?  There is a way!   

Of course, you can always sign up for a 

Windjammer Cruise or some other non-thrifty trip.  

On the other hand, you can work your way around 

the Caribbean (or around the world) diving, 

snorkeling, racing, or just enjoying the water. 

Even if you aren't particularly athletic, and don't 

have any desire to "hoist the sails," there are other 

services you can offer if you have any skills.  Are 

you a trained nurse, CNA, or massage therapist?  

Can you cook?  Do you have a video camera so you 

can document the trip?  Are you a writer or 

photographer or scuba diver? 

Here are some things you can do.  Go to a 

marina and start spreading the word that you are 

interested in exchanging work for free passage.  This 

will appeal to some yacht owners who are happy to 

have the help without the hassles of an additional 

paid employee. 

Talk to individual yacht owners.  See if the 

yacht club will let you put a notice on their bulletin 

board or in their newsletter announcing your 

availability.  Do a keyword search on the Internet.  

Or go to your local library and look through 

yachting and boating magazines.  See what kinds of 

classified ads appear.  You might want to place one 

there yourself. 

Type up a Letter of Introduction to give to 

yacht owners which includes your background, your 

experience, what type of trip(s) you are interested in 

being part of, your insurance coverage, and 

references.  Including your photo is a plus.  Then 

print copies of it on your inkjet printer or at an office 

supply store or print shop.  The more professional 

and credible you appear, the easier it will be to get 

free passage to Hong Kong or Cancun or Europe. 

http://disneyworld.disney.go.com/special-offers/
http://www.statravel.com/cps/rde/xchg/us_division_web_live/hs.xsl/discountcards.htm
http://www.statravel.com/cps/rde/xchg/us_division_web_live/hs.xsl/discountcards.htm
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Ultimate Travelers Exit 
Directory:  ! Ȱ-ÕÓÔ (ÁÖÅȱ ÆÏÒ 
Campers and Car 
Travelers  

Admit it. Havenôt you 

ever said to yourself, even 

during a short road trip, ñI 

wonder what Iôll find if I take the next exit off the 

interstateò?  If you just need food or gas, or if you 

need a hardware store or mechanic, this book will 

make life on the road easier for you. 

Exit Now: Ultimate Travelers Exit Direc-

tory  is a 560-page book which details interstate 

exits in the ñlower 48ǌ of the United States. 

If you are driving an RV or hauling a travel 

trailer, youôll be able to find out which exits offer 

things like RV dump stations as well as easy RV 

access. It lists 4000+ RV parks/campgrounds and 

RV service centers. It also includes a complete list 

of low-clearance overpasses. 

But itôs handy even if youôre just taking a 

road trip in your car.  Now youôll know which 

restaurants and gas stations are available at a 

particular exit, if there is a pharmacy or hospital or 

even pet hospital there, not to mention grocery 

stores, post offices, parks, mechanics, and so 

much more. 

 

For more information . . . 
 
V Itôs available at Amazon.com, and in 

Camping World stores. 

V Or call: 1-800-825-6861. 

 

 
Terrorist Advisories  

The U.S. Department of Stateôs American Citizens 

Services and Crisis Management (ACS) offers 

frequently-updated bulletins about outbreaks of 

disease and terrorist activity everywhere in the 

world.  As a precaution, check their website or 

call them immediately prior to your trip.  Call 1-

888-407-4747, or go their website located at 

http://travel.state.gov/travel/travel_1744.html. 

See the Mona Lisa 
for FREE! 

You can see the Mona 

Lisa for free if you plan ahead.  

You will find her at the Louvre 

museum, one of the most popu-

lar museums in Paris.   

While general admission 

is about $12 (ú9) for a full day 

pass and about $8 (ú6) from 6 p.m. to 9:45 p.m., 

admission is free all day on the first Sunday of each 

month and on July 14, which is Bastille Day  (simi-

lar to Independence Day in the U.S.).  But go 

EARLY; as lines can be very long on free days! 

Kids under the age of 18 can visit for free, as 

can disabled visitors and their guests or helpers.  If 

you can prove that you are a teacher of art, art 

history, or the applied arts, enjoy free admission.   

Admission is free on Friday evening, 6 p.m. to 

10 p.m., if you are 18-25, with reduced admission 

for everyone else.  If you are under 26 and an art 

student, ask for your free Art Student Pass. 

The museum is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

every day except Tuesday and the following 

holidays: January 1st, May 1st, November 11, and 

December 25. 

 

For more information . . . 

 

V http://www.louvre.fr/llv/commun/home.js

p?bmLocale=en 

 
Solo Travel Tip  

If you would like to meet other solo travelers, 

take an activity type of vacation such as a bicycle 

trip through Europe.  Or get involved with group 

activities on a cruise ship, or even in your home 

town!  The idea is to have something to do every 

day; something to do with the group, and something 

you enjoy doing; but you can move in and out and 

not feel trapped. 

To pick up other tips about solo traveling and to 

connect with other solo travelers, consider joining a 

solo travel group. Check out:  
 

V http://groups.yahoo.com/group/solotravel  

http://www.amazon.com/
http://travel.state.gov/travel/travel_1744.html
http://www.louvre.fr/llv/commun/home.jsp?bmLocale=en
http://www.louvre.fr/llv/commun/home.jsp?bmLocale=en
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/solotravel
http://thriftytraveling.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/09/2008_uteg_small.jpg
http://freelargephotos.com/?fetch=100715_l.jpg&title=Mona Lisa - The Louvre, Paris
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Bargaining 101:  
Lesson One  

In most parts of the 

world, including the U.S. and 

Canada, bargaining is quite common.  It's just a 

question of knowing what to say and how to say 

it.  Try the hints and techniques below as often as 

possible.  What have you got to lose?!  Bargaining is 

a game; itôs fun; and itôs actually often EXPECTED. 

Sometimes called "haggling" or "bartering" or 

"negotiating," be sure to adopt this thrifty yet honest 

frame of mind when looking for the best ways to 

stretch your travel dollar.  

Just as sellers of goods and services are in 

business to make money, it is your RIGHT as a 

consumer and a thrifty traveler to get the most 

mileage from your hard-earned dollars.  So do just 

that.  Bargain for the best deals on everything from 

merchandise to lodging and more! 

You can really stretch your travel dollar if you 

bargain.   So, welcome to our course in Bargaining. 

How to Develop a Bargaining Attitude 

To successfully bargain, it is important for you 

to have the right frame of mind.  Here are two tips 

for developing the best bargaining attitude: 

V Keep in mind that stores, hotels, and 

services are in business to make money.  

Many will reduce the price rather than lose 

the business. 

V Before approaching the bargainee, you as 

the bargainer should mentally determine 

what the maximum price is that you are 

willing to pay for a product or service.  

Convince the bargainee that you will walk 

out if your offer isnôt met, and be willing to 

do so.  [NOTE:  You can always change 

your mind later if you want to!] 

 

Bargaining doesnôt mean you have to be rude.  

In fact, if your attitude offends the bargainee, you 

usually wonôt win.  Just be polite, friendly, and a 

little bit humble, while sticking firmly to your 

resolve.  Bargains galore will unfold for you! 
 

In the next issue, Lesson Two will cover the 

specifics of ñBargaining for Merchandise.ò 

Save Up to 
80% on Last -
Minute Cruises  

I have a GREAT 

resource for you if you 

want to find some hot hot HOT cruise deals!  Itôs 

called Cruises Only, and they bill themselves as 

ñAmericaôs Largest Cruise Agency.ò  Under their 

ñDealsò section, check out ñLast-Minute Cruise 

Deals.ò 

I really have nothing else to SAY about them, 

except check them out and happy cruising!  J 

 
For more information . . . 
 

V Website Ƅ http:// www.cruisesonly.com/ 

V Toll-free from the U.S. and Canada, call 1-

800-CRUISES (1-800-278-4737). 

V They have phone numbers for other coun-

tries as well (see their website). 

 

 
Money Hints When 
Traveling Abroad  

No matter what country you are traveling in, 

carry extra change (in local currency) for 

unplanned-for expenses like public restrooms.  

Many are coin-operated; and not all have an 

attendant on duty to make change.  Also, many 

public parking lots require exact change in local 

currency to get OUT of the parking lot!  That 

change will also make a nice, inexpensive 

souvenir that doesnôt take up a lot of room. 

Donôt expect a free printed program when 

attending a concert or play.  Most printed 

programs or playbills abroad cost extra, unlike the 

free programs you are accustomed to in the United 

States. 

Watch out for those hidden charges at restaur-

ants!  Ask if that bread basket on your table costs 

extra.  (It might!)  Ask if there is a cover charge.  

Those wonderful, elegant, and expensive ñfine 

establishmentsò have the most hidden charges.  

Donôt assume ANYTHING! 

http://www.cruisesonly.com/
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Caretaker Gazette:  How to Live 

Rent-Free Around the World!  

 How does travel-

ing around the U.S., or 

around the world, and 

living rent-free sound 

to you?  The Caretaker 

Gazette teaches you 

how to live rent-free as 

a property caretaker (housesitter) on estates, 

mansions, farms, ranches, resort homes, retreat 

centers, camps, hunting and fishing lodges, vacation 

homes, private islands, and more. 

Published since 1983, the newsletter provides 

its subscribers with thousands of housesitting and 

property caretaking jobs each year, throughout the 

U.S., Canada, Mexico, and dozens of other 

countries.  Their subscribers also receive e-mail 

listings of new rent-free living opportunities several 

times each week. 

This is a very credible and well-respected 

publication which screens its listings carefully.  The 

newsletter is available online or by mail.  It is 

published bi-monthly (6x/year); $29.95 per year. 

 

For more information . . . 
 

V Call ï 1-830-755-2300. 

V Write ï The Caretaker Gazette; 3 Estancia 

Lane; Boerne, TX 78006. 

V Website ï http://www.caretaker.org 

V E-mail ï caretaker@caretaker.org 

 

Minimus.biz: One -Stop 
Shopping for Travel -Size Items 

Thanks to Minimus.biz, packing for a trip 

couldnôt be easier.  This convenient 

online ñdepartment storeò offers an 

amazing variety of products packaged in 

individual sizes which makes them 

perfect for travel, for camping, for your office, for 

your car, for your home, and for your purse.  And 

the great thing is that these products meet TSAôs 

three-ounce rule for air travel.  In fact, they offer a 

free quart-sized Ziploc bag packed with the toiletries 

ordered by customers. 

Here are just a few examples of what youôll 

find there.  Get individual packets of instant coffee 

or cocoa in the Beverage department; travel-size 

laundry products in Domestics; cereal, condiments, 

and even kosher products in the Food aisle.  Under 

Personal Care youôll find toothpaste, deodorant, hair 

spray, and lotion.  Their Pharmacy offers essential 

products for a tiny first aid kit.  

Speaking of kits, the people at Minimus.biz 

have put together ñcare packagesò for special groups 

of people.  They offer Military Care Packages and 

Dorm Care Packages for students away at college.  

Other kits are available at the Kits/Care Packages 

section of the site. 

 

For more information . . . 
 

V Website Ƅ http://www.minimus.biz  

V E-mail Ƅ CustomerService@minimus.biz 

 

 

The information contained in this newsletter is current and accurate to the best of the editorôs knowledge at 
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or product represented here, but is just reporting information that it believes to be factual. 
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50-Plus Expeditions Takes You 
to 0ÌÁÃÅÓ 9ÏÕȭÖÅ .%6%2 "ÅÅÎȦ 

This organization selects adventure trips that 

are specifically for active 50+ travelers who want to 

have a fabulous holiday with only over-50 travelers 

at a reasonable price and pace, and safely.  The 

destinations are quite surprising and wonderful; with 

no mandatory single supplement charge. 

For example, you can travel to the Arctic or 

Antarctica!  Have a taste for Asia?  You can visit 

Borneo, Cambodia, India, Nepal, and more.  You 

can go to Kenya and Tanzania, or climb Mt. 

Kili manjaro.  Climb Mt. Kilimanjaro?  Donôt worry.  

They let you know if itôs ñphysically demandingò or 

not.  Personally, at age 60 and hopelessly sedentary, 

that would not be MY choice; but there are many 

ñlow impactò options I would LOVE to experience! 

In Europe, they seem to have primarily hiking 

and cycling trips.  But once they get to Latin 

America, it gets easier.  In Canada there is hiking in 

the Rockies.  Truly they offer something for every-

one.  So if youôre feeling adventurous and are over 

50, check them out! 

 
V Call Ƅ 1-866-318-5050 or 1-416-749-5150. 

V Write Ƅ 760 Lawrence Ave. W, Unit #18; 

Toronto, Ontario M6A 3E7; Canada. 

V http://www.50plusexpeditions.com 
 

 

European Wine -Travel Cruises  

Food & Wine Trails is known 

for their wine-focused cruises.  

Throughout 2009 they have deli-

cious itineraries planned, many of 

which include free airfare.  Their 

deluxe cruises include, in addition to the expected 

amenities, private wine seminars, tastings, and a 

wine-makers dinner, all hosted by nationally-

recognized wine personalities.  In addition, at many 

of the shipôs ports-of-call, optional wine tours and 

lunches at top wine estates are available.  They offer 

cruise-tours worldwide. 

   

V Call Ƅ 1-800-367-5348. 

V E-mail Ƅ info@foodandwinetrails.com 

V http://www.foodandwinetrails.com 

Unbelievably Good Deals 
and Great Adventures That 
9ÏÕ !ÂÓÏÌÕÔÅÌÙ #ÁÎȭÔ 'ÅÔ 
5ÎÌÅÓÓ 9ÏÕȭÒÅ /ÖÅr 50 

Well, the title pretty much says it all about this 

long-time annually-updated, enormously-popular 

book.  If youôve never seen a copy of it, now is the 

time to rush to your favorite online or brick-and-

mortar book store and buy it!   

Author Joan Rattner Heil-

man will take you from one 

adventure to another in a friend-

ly and entertaining way.  Each 

entry not only includes a suc-

cinct description but also plenty 

of contact information so you 

can easily learn more about the 

deals youôre interested in. 

Learn how to find BIG 

savings on hotels, B&Bs, flights, skiing, car rentals, 

attractions, and much much more, just because you 

were smart enough to turn 50!! 

If youôre in a hurry to get a copy, order the 

eBook version at the eBook Mall!  You can order 

and download the digital version as a PDF file (other 

formats are available as well).  Then you can be 

reading Joanôs book immediately!  And among other 

things, one advantage of reading an eBook on your 

computer is the fact that you can enlarge the text size 

if you want to!   

The eBook Mall has more than 210,000 eBooks 

to choose from.  Itôs a whole new world. J  Their 

website is located at http://www.ebookmall.com.   

 
 

7ÈÁÔ )Ó Á Ȱ:%$ȱȩ 

Not only is the United States the last global 

hold-out for using the metric system, it appears 

that it is also the only English-speaking country 

in the world which refers to the last letter in the 

alphabet as ñzee.ò  In Canada, Great Britain, and 

most other English-speaking countries, the last 

letter in the alphabet is called ñzed.ò  Now you 

know! 

http://www.50plusexpeditions.com/
mailto:info@foodandwinetrails.com
http://www.foodandwinetrails.com/
http://www.ebookmall.com/
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The Ultimate Travel Bargain!  
/Ò Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ 
time or money to travel this year  

Are you too busy or too 

broke to take a trip this year?  

Here are some alternatives.  Con-

tact your local Chamber of Com-

merce for a directory of all the 

museums, parks, and other 

attractions in your area, and/or 

check the Internet.  Then go to the ones that interest 

you!  Treat your home town the way you would any 

new city youôd be visiting.  For example, how many 

New Yorkers have never seen the Statue of Liberty?  

Yet theyôll fly to Paris to see the Eiffel Tower!   

Find out what plays and concerts are being 

offered by local talent.  See what lectures are being 

held at your local library or college or are being 

presented by some local organization!  What about 

local sporting events?  Speaking of sporting events, 

try a new sport!  Rollerskate, ride your bike, learn 

how to play tennis or golf or how to swim at the 

local YMCA; or take dancing or piano lessons! 

Attend a religious service of a denomination 

that you know very little about.  (Check first to see if 

there are any restrictions for non-members.  There 

might be a particular place to sit and observe; or a 

particular type of dress code required, such as a hat.) 

Go to court . . . as an observer!  Attend a town 

meeting or a legislative briefing.  It can be an 

educational and eye-opening experience.  Plus you 

might meet some really interesting people! 
If you live near a college, pick up the campus 

newspaper and see whatôs going on (e.g., events, 
speakers, sports).  Sit in, for free, on a class that 

interests you.  (With the professorôs permission!) 

Go to a nearby campground or national forest 

and pitch a tent for the weekend!  Take a canoe or 

kayak ride down a nearby river.  Attend an auction 

or art show.  Take a tour of a local manufacturing 

plant, brewery(!), newspaper, etc.  Most tours are 

FREE!  Join a club.   

Plan your ideal future trip in detail!  Let your 

imagination run wild!  Write to all the tourist offices 

for FREE literature, talk to a travel agent and get 

more literature, check books out from the library, 

print information from the Internet; then create a 

poster that shows each step of the trip youôd like to 

take someday.  

Planning is half the fun.  And once you have 

crystallized exactly where you want to go, chances 

are youôll figure out a way to make it really happen, 

eventually. 

Study a foreign language at inexpensive adult 

education classes through your local high school or 

college.  Go on line for classes, or use your library 

card and check out instructional language CDs for 

FREE! 

Volunteer to help the homeless or the Red 

Cross or an environmental organization or a political 

candidate that you believe in. 

 ñTravelò doesnôt have to cover hundreds of 

miles to be a mind-expanding adventure or relax-ing 

escape.  Just think of all the undiscovered things 

there are to see and do right in your own back yard. 

 

 

#ÏÎÔÉËÉȭÓ 6ÁÃÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÁÃËÁÇÅ 
Gift Registry  

Contiki Vacations offers 

packages to exciting destinations throughout the 

world that are geared for travelers between the ages 

of 18 and 35, and at a very thrifty price.    

They have come up with a great idea to help 

young travelers pay for their trips.  Theyôve created 

a Gift Registry which can be set up for any occasion, 

such as graduation, birthday, wedding, or Christmas.  

Just let all well-wishers know that if they want to 

give you a gift, they can donate some money to your 

Contiki Gift Registry!  There are no set-up fees; the 

registry simply acts as a trip-fund savings account. 

 

For more information . . .  

 
V Call Ƅ 1-866-CONTIKI (1-866-266-8454). 

V Write Ƅ Contiki Vacations; 801 E. Katella 

Ave.; Anaheim, CA 92805. 

V Website Ƅ http://www.contiki.com/registry  
 

 

 

Car Rental Suggestion 

Make sure the car has a jack and that you know 

how to use it before you drive off.  Oh yes; and 

make sure there is a spare tire in the trunk! 

http://www.contiki.com/registry
http://contiki.com/
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CityPass Will Save You Money 
and Make Travel Life Easier  

CityPass offers a pocket-size booklet of 

admission tickets to a select collection of top-

drawer attractions in 11 North American cities, 

priced to save about 50% off regular admission.   

If you purchase a CityPass for New York, 

Southern California (theme parks), Boston, 

Atlanta, Chicago, Philadelphia, Toronto, Seattle, 

San Francisco, Hollywood, or Houston online, 

you can print the voucher at home to save money 

on shipping fees.  

Once in hand, CityPass allows visitors to 

bypass most ticket lines, spending time inside cool 

attractions, rather than overheating in long lines. 

CityPass includes general admission to many 

popular attractions and sightseeing in each city 

and often includes an extra value, such as an 

IMAX movie, audio tour, or same-day admission 

to a sister museum.               

The New York CityPass includes the Empire 

State Building, Metropolitan Museum of Art, 

American Museum of Natural History, Museum 

of Modern Art (MoMA), Guggenheim Museum, 

and a choice of how to inspect the Statue of 

Liberty ï with the option of either a Statue Cruise 

to Ellis and Immigration Islands, or a Circle Line 

Sightseeing Cruise around lower Manhattan. 

The San Francisco CityPass includes a cruise, 

museums, aquarium, and 7-day MUNI Passport 

(including cable cars). The Southern California 

CityPass is unique access to Disneyland, Disneyôs 

California Adventure, Universal Studios Holly-

wood, SeaWorld in San Diego, and the San Diego 

Zoo. 
 

 

For more information . . . 

 
V Call Ƅ 1-888-330-5008 (U.S. or Canada);  

or 1-208-787-4300; M-F, 8:00-5:00 

mountain time. 

V Write Ƅ CityPass; 182 N. Main St., Suite 

3; Victor, ID 83455. 

V Website Ƅ http://www.citypass.com 

V E-mail Ƅ info@citypass.com 

Global Volunteers  

Would you like to travel to 

another country and share your skills 

with a local community for as little 

as one week or as long as 40 weeks?  

Global Volunteers mobilizes more 

than 2500 volunteers annually on work projects, 

assisting more than 100 host communities in 20 

countries on six continents through volunteer ser-

vice, direct project funding, and child sponsorships. 

Working at the invitation and under the 

direction of local leaders, volunteers are able to live 

and work with local people, teaching conversational 

English, providing health care services, caring for 

vulnerable children, as well as painting, building, 

and repairing community buildings. 

In 1984, Global Volunteers laid the foundation 

for what became known a decade later as volunteer 

vacations.  It is a private, nonprofit, non-sectarian 

international development organization working in 

partnership with local people worldwide.  This is the 

ultimate way to travel around the world with a 

purpose and really make a difference. 

 

V Call Ƅ 1-800-487-1074. 

V Write Ƅ Global Volunteers; 375 E. Little 

Canada Rd.; St. Paul, MN 55117-1628. 

V http://www.globalvolunteers.org 

V E-mail Ƅ email@globalvolunteers.org 

 

 

The Art of Solo Dining  

Whatever your status (single, divorced, mar-

ried, or . . .), your next trip may include the 

challenge of eating out alone. It's easy to turn 

frustration into satisfaction whenever you choose!  

The Art and Satisfaction of Dining Alone 

ð REVEALED!  Five Easy Steps to Success, a 

quick and entertaining read, will teach you how to 

develop solo dining skills or how to enhance the 

ones you already have.  

Marya Charles Alexander, the editor and 

publisher of SoloDining.com, and recent contrib-

utor to USA Today, is making solo dining tips and 

strategies available in PDF format for only $5.95. 
http://www.solodining.com/howto-dinealone.html 

http://www.citypass.com/
mailto:info@citypass.com
http://www.globalvolunteers.org/
mailto:email@globalvolunteers.org
http://www.solodining.com/howto-dinealone.html
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How to Avoid Hotel Cancellation Fees  

Hotels are getting tired of losing money when 

people who make room reservations either don't 

show up or check out a day or more early with no 

warning.  Empty rooms mean lost money.  Hotels 

are only looking for common courtesy from their 

guests . . . not the money derived from these 

cancellation fees. 

So if your plans change, let them know!  As this 

trend gains momentum, your best bet is to ask in 

advance what their last-minute cancellation policies 

are.  Regardless, don't just not show up.  

If your plans change, even at the last minute, 

call the hotel immediately.  

If you're cancelling due to an unexpected crisis, 

the company might very well waive the penalty.  

And if they don't, write a letter or send an e-mail to 

the company's Customer Relations Department 

explaining the circumstances.  They'll listen.  Your 

business is important to them. 

 

Chateau Camping in France 

Exactly 50 years ago, a novel idea was born.  

Georges Pilliet began to encourage chateau owners 

to open up their properties to campers.  Some 

agreed, and the first outdoor hotel chain was born.  It 

was called Les Castels.  Today, there are 39 cha-

teaux, country homes, and historic houses in the 

Castels family.  

Many of these four-star campgrounds provide 

activities for the entire family.  The campsites are 

located amidst magnificent landscapes with breath-

taking views.  Usually located on many acres of 

land, you have plenty of opportunities for peaceful 

relaxation.   

Services include restaurants, bars, stores, 

Internet access, and ATM machines.  Most of the 

Castels allow tents as well as RVs or camper-vans, 

although a few do not have tent sites available. 

But what they all have is great quality at thrifty 

prices; a very affordable way to see France. 

The best way to learn about the different properties 

is by visiting their website at http://www.les-

castels.com/en. 

V Or you can write to:  Les Castels; Manoir de 

Terre-Rouge; 35270 Bonnemain, FRANCE. 

V Call Ƅ + 33 (0) 2 23 16 03 20 

V Fax Ƅ + 33 (0) 2 23 16 03 23 

#ÁÐÅ &ÅÁÒȡ  Ȱ(ÏÌÌÙ×ÏÏÄ %ÁÓÔȱ 

Did you know that Wilmington and North 

Carolinaôs Cape Fear Coast is often referred to as 

ñHollywood Eastò?  Thatôs because North Carolina 

ranks as the third busiest film-making destination for 

U.S. film production.  Since 1983, more than 400 

projects have been filmed here. Who knows?  A 

chance celebrity sighting could occur while youôre 

shopping or dining or touring.   

A weekend of movie-making magic includes a 

guided weekend tour of EUE/Screen Gems Studios, 

the largest movie production facility east of Los 

Angeles.  Thereôs also a 

walking tour of down-

town movie locations, 

including Sleeping with 

the Enemy, Blue Velvet, 

Teenage Mutant Ninja 

Turtles, Divine Secrets 

of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood, Weekend at Bernieôs, A 

Walk to Remember, and dozens more.  ($12 for 

adults; $10 for seniors/students/military; ages 6 and 

under, free.) 

Also the Visitorôs Bureau offers free FAQ 

(Frequently-Asked Questions) sheets with FREE 

self-guided tours to locations used in Dawsonôs 

Creek and One Tree Hill. 

 

For more information . . . 

 
V For the Walking Tour, call Ƅ 1-910-794-7177.  

Website Ƅ http://www.hollywoodnc.com/. 

V The Visitorôs Bureau can be reached at Ƅ 1-866-

266-9690.   http://www.cape-fear.nc.us/ 
 
 

One Secret of Thrifty Traveling  

One important secret of thrifty traveling is to 

travel when or where other people do NOT. 

If you donôt travel during peak season, you 

can bargain down your hotel cost and find sub-

stantially-reduced airfare and cruise rates.  It is 

simply a matter of supply and demand. 

When everyone wants to stay at a hotel, the 

rates go up.  When there are empty rooms (off 

season or as a result of a recession, for example), 

you can often successfully bargain down the price 

of your room, even at a 5-star hotel! 

http://www.les-castels.com/en
http://www.les-castels.com/en
http://www.hollywoodnc.com/
http://www.cape-fear.nc.us/
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Planet Snoopy 

Cedar Point amusement 

park and resort, located in 

Sandusky, Ohio, recently 

opened this Peanuts-themed 

area.  Itôs a must-do for any Peanuts lover.   It 

features seven rides that young children can ride by 

themselves or with their parents.   

There are also games, plenty of seating and 

shaded areas, and a Family Care Center that pro-

vides changing stations and rooms for feeding and 

nursing in a private atmosphere as well as First Aid.  

Snoopy, Charlie Brown, Lucy, and most of the other 

Peanuts characters make special appearances. 

Next door to Planet Snoopy is the Joe Cool 

Café that caters to young children by offering 

favorites such as peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, 

macaroni and cheese, hot dogs, and kid-sized pizzas.  

For dessert, creamy milkshakes and freshly-baked 

dog bone cookies are irresistible.  Each childôs meal 

is served in a souvenir Snoopy lunch box. 

And donôt miss Snoopyôs Big Bow Wow On 

Ice, kind of a Snoopy ñIce Capadesò!  Of course 

there is plenty for mom and dad and the older kids to 

do at Cedar Point which has 75 rides, including 17 

roller coasters (more rides and more coasters than 

any park in the world). 

 

V Call Ƅ 1-419-627-2350. 

V To get their special online deals, go to Ƅ  

http://www.cedarpoint.com/. 

 
 

 

Techniques to Reduce Jet Lag 

V When you board your plane, immediately set 

your watch to destination time. 

V Eat lightly during your trip. 

V Avoid alcohol prior to, and during, your flight. 

V If you arrive at your destination during day-

light hours, do NOT take a nap.  Be active all 

day.  That night you will sleep well on desti-

nation time, and the next day you will feel 

refreshed and ñin syncò with your new en-

vironment. 

V Do not take sleeping pills. 

A Hands-On Tour of the 
Ocean Floor in Bermuda  

If you would like to 

explore coral reefs and see what 

the world ñdown underò (down 

under WATER, that is!) looks 

like, but you have no desire to 

learn how to scuba dive, here is 

an opportunity you wonôt want 

to miss. 

The next time you are in 

Bermuda, head for Hartleyôs Under Sea Adventures 

(located in Somerset, and operated by Greg Hartley).  

Here you will receive a few minutes of instruction, 

an underwater helmet which has an air hose attached 

(the other end of the hose is attached to your air 

supply on a nearby boat), and a guided tour ñunder 

the sea,ò actually walking along the ocean floor.  

And guess what!  You donôt even have to know how 

to SWIM!  You wonôt even get your hair wet! 

Youôll walk eight feet below the surface of the 

water, and have a chance to feed and pet the fish and 

touch the coral. 

Underwater trips are available April through 

October, and the warmest water months are July and 

August.   The $80 for adults and $55 for children 

under 13 admission fee includes a boat ride, a half-

hour underwater tour with special helmet, and an 

underwater souvenir photo! 

No, itôs not cheap or free, but itôs too cool not 

to mention.  J 
 

V Call Ƅ 1-866-836-3989 or 1-441-234-2861.  

(Cell phone:  1-441-334-7607.) 

V Write Ƅ Hartleyôs Under Sea Adventures; PO 
Box SB 194; Sandys SB-BX, Bermuda. 

V E-mail Ƅ hartley@ibl.bm 

V Website Ƅ http://www.hartleybermuda.com 
 
 

Before Checking into a Hotel . . . 

Did you know that some hotels, abroad (even 

some 5-star hotels), donôt provide a washcloth?  If a 

washcloth is important to you, take one with you, 

just in case. 

Donôt assume that, just because youôre a guest, 

parking is free at your hotel, here OR abroad.  Some 

charge a LOT.  Always ask ahead of time. 

http://www.cedarpoint.com/
mailto:hartley@ibl.bm
http://www.hartleybermuda.com/

